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OPINION                             
Hopeful Again
 
 Let’s begin by stating the incredible and obvious: Barack Obama 
has been elected the 44th President of the United States. This has become 
oxymoronic "old news" pretty 
quickly, but let’s reiterate it 
Biden-style: Barack Hussein 
Obama, a half-American half-
Kenyan man, born in the exotic 
state of Hawaii,  has been elected 
President of the United States of 
America with the first popular 
vote majority for a Democrat 
since Jimmy Carter's 1976 win. 
Uncanny resemblances to Guess 
Who's Coming to Dinner and Sid-
ney Potier's eerie predictions 
("She thinks all our children will 
be presidents of the United States, 
and they'll all have colorful ad-
ministrations") aside, Obama's 
election is the most elemental 
materialization of the American 
Dream. "If there is anyone out 
there," he told rapt listeners in his 
acceptance speech,” who still 
doubts that America is a place where all things are possible, who still 
wonders if the dream of our founders is alive in our time, who still ques-
tions the power of our democracy, tonight is your answer." Barack Obama 

was able to invoke the promise of America to the entire nation, giving 
substance to the dreams of young and old, gay and straight, black and 
white, yellow and red,  poor and rich. The fact that he has been able to 
cross party lines is truly evidenced in the fact that he has been compared 
to the Ronald Reagan, John F. Kennedy, and Abraham Lincoln – the great 
Democrats and Republicans of this nation's history. 
 Our choice of president defines who we Americans are as a peo-
ple. Joyce, an older woman wearing a scarf littered with peace signs and a 

lovely mess of laugh lines around her 
mouth,  was in her twenties during the 
famed peace movement of the 1960s. 
In explaining why she was volunteer-
ing for a presidential candidate for the 
first time in exactly 40 years, she cited 
the fact that "He's pragmatic, a nego-
tiator who draws from everyone's ideas 
to pick what works, to formulate the 
best policies. And he's idealistic," she 
continues, "You know, not all of us 
who were rallying back in the '60s fit 
into the 'flower-child' stereotype of 
hippies. Hippies were intelligent 
young people who held so much hope 
– hope that they could create a better 
nation. These hopes have been trodden 
upon for so long.  The trust in ability 
to change this country, and in our gov-
ernment, has been diminished so much 
over the years that I get severely de-

pressed just thinking about it. I've been 
hopeless for forty years,  but Barack Obama has been able to reinvigorate 
hope in me."  
 Former Secretary of State Colin Powell seemed to share these 
sentiments when he expressed his endorsement of Obama in mid-October, 
noting that the American people had two individuals to choose from, ei-
ther of whom could be a great president.  "But which is the president we 
need now?" he asked wisely, "Which is the individual that serves the 
needs of the nation? ... because of his ability to inspire, because of the 
inclusive nature of his campaign, because he is reaching out all across 
America, because of who he is and his rhetorical abilities – as well as 
substance, he has both style and substance – he has met the standard of 
being a successful president, being an exceptional president. I think he is 
a transformational figure. He is a new generation coming into the world – 
onto the world stage, onto the American stage.” These comments are right 
in line with those he made weeks before, when expressing the criteria he 
had set up for who would receive his vote, he expressed that "the new 
president has to realize that the world looks to America for leadership, 
and so we have to show leadership on…issues that the world is expecting 
us to."
 Powell understood that, in a country whose leaders are world-
wide figures representing the interests of the world's greatest power – in a 
nation which carries the rest of the world on its shoulders – who the peo-
ple elects as their president resonates deeply throughout a volatile Earth. 
The very democracy that the United States works so hard to promote and 
disseminate throughout the world must be represented within the United 
States – the people must be able to cause change with the collective force 
of wanting it.  
 Obama will not provide the answer to all our wishes, but he does 
provide a nation that has grown weary of eight years of fighting terror 
abroad while neglecting domestic needs with a pillar of hope to lean on. 
He is a symbol of the reinvigoration and greatness that is America's prom-
ise, and he heralds the possibility of turning promises into tangible, clear-
cut realities – a government of the people, by the people, and for the peo-
ple that we as a nation are in dire need of remembering today.
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Your Opinion Matters

 I understand that Obama is the first black U.S. president but that 
doesn’t mean he will change things.

-Arthur Shealy

The day of the Election, I felt kind of nervous. I was always con-
fident of Obama winning but since the day was finally here, I started to 
lose faith for some reason. When they announced that Obama is the new 
president of the United States, I cried! Everybody stopped to scream for 
joy in the house! The main thing I remember about Obama’s speech was 
when he said, “We are not the red states or the blue states. We are,  and 
forever will, be the United States of America.” This election will affect 
my life, my family’s life, and our future in many ways.

-Natavia Mclean

While standing at my register I was surprised at the number of “I 
Voted Today” stickers. Everyone wore them and almost everyone was 
proud of it too. I felt euphoric, not because of the fact that we now have a 
black president, but of the fact that the better candidate won. Obama’s 
speech was incredibly moving. I felt that America just came full circle. 
What Abraham Lincoln spoke about more than a hundred years ago is 
finally being realized. 

-Jordan Luciano

“This is the time for a new day, a new day for hope, for change, 
for freedom, and for America.” McCain’s speech had a negative and som-
ber mood, but since he just lost the presidential election, I didn’t expect 
him to be all happy-go-lucky. There was anxious excitement in the air 
that made me feel like I was a part of a magnificent day. 

-Solomon Botwick-Ries 

Around 8:00 P.M, McCain was in the lead and that upset me a 
little. My mom, who doesn’t speak or understand English, kept on asking 
me who is winning. I went to church around 9:45 PM to help decorate for 
a second anniversary celebration. My pastor received a call around 11 
P.M, saying that Obama won. My heart almost stopped after I heard the 
news.  My mom woke me up for school the next day and the first thing 
she asked me was, “Who won!?” I told her I didn’t know because I 
thought that the people who called my pastor were lying.    
 McCain really gave a good speech. If he spoke like that since the 
beginning, I think he would have had won.  One thing that really got me 
mad was the way McCain supporters booed Obama. That was so imma-
ture and ignorant. I am glad Obama won. He is really going to make a 
difference.

-Tanairi Matos 

I am happy and thankful because I feel that Obama is sincere 
about what he promises to do.  I believe he will do everything in his power 
to reunite this country as a whole and I feel confident about what him. I 
feel this election has changed my life somewhat.

-Christopher Patterson

The day of the election, I was very confident that McCain was 
going to be our leader. However, when I saw that Obama won Pennsylva-
nia, I knew it was over. Obama won, McCain lost. You can’t imagine my 
feelings the day after the election; I was mad, very mad.  I never felt this 
way about any election before.  

-Carlos Corredor 

After listening to speeches from both parties, I realized that the 
Democratic Party stands for everything that the middle class needs.

-Marcus Bentley

The day after the election, I was overwhelmed. He did it! He 
made a difference in our nation. My ancestors fought for equality and 
Obama’s election proved that we succeeded! In my opinion this is bless-
ing. John McCain’s speech was the best out all of his speeches. He was 
sincere and positively accepted the results. My favorite part from 
Obama’s speech was when he announced his wife to the stage, “My best 
friend, the love of my life,  and the rock of this family, my wife and your 
first lady...Michelle Obama.  

-Twonisha Moore

I was excited about the election because I knew that the country 
would be changed.  

-Adilson Gonzalez

I am just hoping that everything comes out how Obama said it 
will.  

-Emanuel Vasquez

I believe both McCain and Obama were sincere in their 
speeches.  Though Obama won the election, I found that McCain’s speech 
was more respectful.  

-Renso Perez

I think Obama is gonna bring a change, not only to the United 
States, but to the whole world.  

-Jomayra Negron

I really can’t explain my feelings because I didn’t support any of 
the candidates. I don’t like to be politically involved. But somehow, my 
heart told me that Obama is the man who is going to change America. 

-Brasleen Echeverria

An Illusion

The confetti and balloons have fallen, and have been cleaned up. 
The victor has accepted, the other has conceded. The cries from the heart 
of a nation were answered, and millions of people had their hearts broken. 
The crowds have gone home.  That night, when sleep had befallen the 
nation, we knew that when morning came, the nation would be trans-
formed. A spark of life filled the country. The air smelled cleaner, the 
streets safer, and the world friendlier. 
 But this was pertinent to one section of the country. Only a little 
over half of the United States cast their vote for today’s President-elect. 
The rest mainly voted for the other. So, what was it that made this elec-
tion so invigorating? Had the country stood up and proclaimed their 
choice in a strong and confident voice?  No. So what kept the country 
from joining the excitement? What was the driving force and message for 
the Republican Party this year? The answer lies in the trend that has been 
building and snowballing for the last twenty-eight years.
 For the last twenty eight-years, the Republican Party has set its 
goal to be the party of the middle class and the working people. Ultra elite 
millionaire politicians have been painted as cowboys and working class 
average men and women. Anti-intellectualism and anti-elitism have be-
come the Republican identity. The Grand Old Party has been creating a 
social divide in this country since the age of Nixon. This divide could not 
be more evident than during the 2008 election.  Charges of “anti-
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Americanism,” “weak on defense,” “socialism,” and “arugula eating” 
were all thrown at the Democratic Party. There has been a strong effort to 
paint the Democrats as being the ones who do not have the concerns of 
the “real” Americans in mind. Along the way, the label of being “intellec-
tual” was turned into a derogatory expression. This has been embodied by 
the election and support of President George W. Bush, and the love for 
Sarah Palin—a man who uses words such “misunderestimate,” and a 
woman who had to transfer to five community colleges,  before she could 
finally graduate in seven years. Joe the plumber was the center of political 
discussion. Who is Joe the plumber? Why should anyone care about his 
ideas concerning politics and policy? He has little to no knowledge of 
domestic and international policy to provide anyone with an insight into 
the political and governmental world. However, this man was made into 
an issue and a credible source of opinion. 
 The first accusation must be addressed first. Republicans blamed 
Democrats and liberals as being either intellectual or elitist. One must 

realize that 
these two 
labels should 
not be cou-
pled together. 
Does posses-
sion of large 
amounts of 
money con-
stitute as 
intelligence? 
Are these 
two things 
intrinsically 
complemen-
tary? The 
answer is 

obviously no. 
Besides the fact that it was absurd for a man who is worth over a hundred 
million dollars to accuse another of being elitist, it was disingenuous to 
apply this to a man that worked himself up from almost nothing to some-
thing.  On the subject of intellectualism, one should hope that the people 
who are responsible for keeping us safe, healthy, and wealthy, should be 
the smartest and most competent people available. 
 The second accusation would be the “anti-Americanism” and 
weakness on defense claim. This is a strong accusation from the Republi-
cans. They are essentially accusing Democrats of being traitors. On the 
subject of defense, history has shown that the strongest party on defense 
has been the Democratic Party. Two World Wars were won under Demo-
crats Woodrow Wilson, Franklin Delano Roosevelt,  and Harry S. Truman. 
Roosevelt started one of the biggest and most important government 
funded defense programs in US history, the Manhattan Project. The in-
volvement in Vietnam was started under President Lyndon Baines John-
son, a Democrat. The military intervention in Serbia was under President 
William Jefferson Clinton. The notion that the Democrats are soft on de-
fense is a fabricated issue, used to divide the country and exploit the igno-
rance of the American public. 
 This year the issue of “redistribution of wealth” was made into a 
major obstacle for the Democrats. Democrats were accused of being so-
cialist, Marxist, and communist. These simple buzzwords were aimed at 
scaring people by suggesting that the Democrats would turn the United 
States into the next Stalinist Soviet Union. However, how many people 
realize that Karl Marx was a 19th century German philosopher? How 
many Americans realize that there has already been a “redistribution of 
wealth” for the last three decades? The only difference is that the wealth 
has been going upward. How many people realize that Saudi America 
owns around eleven percent of the United States in terms of monetary 
investments? Do people who realize this much know that the Republican 
Party has been responsible for the advent of this type of economics? Do 
these people who are worried about the “redistribution of wealth” under-

stand that this year’s major economic crisis, which has been paralleled 
only by the Great Depression,  was manufactured, processed, marketed, 
and sold by the Republican Party?
 So,  what is my point? My point is that the strongest defense 
against the manipulation and exploitation of politicians is the ability to 
learn and understand the world around us. The ignorance that comes with 
complacency is a disease that has an immunization to go along with it. 
Inquire. Research. Learn.  Knowledge is something that can be spread. 
This is the reason for the anti-intellectual sentiment. You can get away 
with anything when you degrade your constituents to the point where they 
are so ductile that your will is fact, law, and history.

-Andrei Amatuni

Reflections of Negativity

 The elections are finally over; and I’m somewhat glad. No wor-
ries about whether my candidate is going to win, no more late night de-
bates,  and no more daily checking of the current polls. However, there is 
one thing I do miss; I miss the buzz. The kind of buzz that fills the rooms 
and echoes into the streets to every corner. 
 Pre-election, I would walk in Wilbur Cross everyday and hear 
about some new piece of evidence that one side was using to attack the 
other. “Obama couldn’t produce his birth certificate!” or “McCain was 
not even born on actual US soil!” Not only was my day filled with com-
ments about attacks on the 
candidates, but upon visiting 
online media website You-
Tube, I found it filled with 
videos mocking both candi-
dates.  This was inappropri-
ate, but the negativity did 
not end there. The candi-
dates bashed each other 
through the use of their tele-
vision advertisements, addi-
tionally. I remember an 
Obama ad that criticized 
McCain, saying that he did 
not know how to operate a computer, while a McCain ad criticized 
Obama for being more of a celebrity than a politician. There was also the 
occasional story of Obama being a terrorist and McCain being old. 
 What is the deal with all the badmouthing and back and forth 
criticism? Being only sixteen years old and only able to remember a few 
past elections, I strongly felt that this past election was very negative in 
comparison. The presidential elections are not something to laugh at.

-Harrison Strom 

Get to Class!

 “Come on people, let’s go! The bell has rung, get to your class!” 

 It is not the first time that we have heard this and it probably 
won’t be the last time either. Ever since I was a freshman, which was 
about 800 days ago, Ms. Sherban-Kline’s short and demanding phrase 
could be heard throughout the hallways again and again, every single day. 
 Her fierce voice and endurance amazes me—I would have a sore 
throat for shouting like that for one day, and I probably wouldn’t be able 
to speak the next day. I then wondered, why don’t they just give people 
who are late to class detention?
 Curious as to how many people are still residing in the hallways 
after the bell has rung, I went around the second floor of the school and 
counted. The result was surprising. Not including the people that walked 
away before I counted them and the people that arrived after the count 
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took place, there 
were at least 150 
students on the 
second floor 
after the first 
bell. By the end 
of the day, after 
the bell signaling 
the beginning of 
10th period rang, 
there were about 
140 people resid-
ing in the halls. 
If all these peo-
ple were given 
d e t e n t i o n s , 
twenty octopi 

would be needed.
 The large number of students idling in the hallways of Wilbur 
Cross has been going on for a long time, as has the sound the Ms. 
Sherban-Kline’s voice after every bell. It is time for a change. We need to 
take on the responsibilities of being high school students—getting to class 
on time is one of them. Let’s give Ms. Sherban-Kline a break.

-Ziqiang Guan; photo by Aaron Gass

Junior Blues

 Hi, world.  Do you mind 
scooting over a bit? My left shoul-
der is starting to ache a little.
 When I meet someone, it 
is  common for whomever I am 
conversing with to kindly ask 
what year of school I am in. After 
responding that I am now a jun-
ior,  their faces go instantly sour, 
either wishing me luck or giving 
me their condolences. 
 Juniors are specifically pres-
sured to do  their best and  work 
to  their complete potential. Take 
the SAT. Take the ACT. Why not 
take a few SAT IIs, as well. APs 
are good for  the soul.  Add to 
where your transcript lacks, this is 

your last chance. Raise your GPA. Oh, and remember to grow as a human 
being—that one is important. However,  it is difficult not to lose yourself 
and a sense of reality in the process. In the storm of preparing for college, 
many cannot find time to enjoy the little things. C’est la vie? Maybe.
 I had an internship in which I worked for the Peabody Museum 
during the summer. I vented about my fears and expectations for junior 
year to one of my coworkers,  mentioning the fact  my  non-academic 
life would greatly suffer from my classes due to extracurricular and stan-
dardized exams that I need to prepare for.    
 "Oh! That's perfectly all right," she assured me, "That's great. 
No—it's definitely worth taking a lot of classes  and not  seeing your 
friends or going out on weekends. Don't worry about it.  You'll thank 
yourself later."
 I was shocked. What happened to, "All work and no play makes 
Jack a dull boy"? I think I had rehearsed my junior year speech just to 
receive that extra encouragement to relax,  live life,  be one with myself; 
and maybe, just maybe, I would take it to heart.  But her philosophy 

matched mine, down to the very thought that there is a pot of gold over 
the somewhat colorless rainbow, making it all worth it. I thanked her for 
her kind guidance and moved on. 
 But  is it worth it? “Everything is good in moderation” (trite, 
though true).  It is better to put more of your energy into studying than 
your social life, knowing your limits,  and working to them. But every 
once in a while, remind yourself what  the Super Mario Brothers tune 
sounds like or how the air actually feels early Sunday evening. While 
your education comes first,  your overall happiness is important. Don't just 
put it off until later.

-Christine Randall

Copy Machines or Waste Machines?

 If you look into any recycling bin at Wilbur Cross, how much 
handwritten notes would you find? How much photocopied, unused 
handouts would you find?  Generally, the photocopied handouts outnum-
b e r t h e n o t e b o o k p a p e r .           

 What had been intended to be a helpful tool for people has now 
become an unnecessary textbook that needs to be learned.  Just a couple 
of weeks ago, I heard a school announcement saying that a tutorial on the 
handling and using of copy machines was to be held.    
 I chuckled at first—because I found it funny that there would be 
such an announcement in a high school.  Whatever the need for a lesson 
on copy machines may be, I think both teachers and students are overus-
ing a convenient tool to a point of taking advantage of school facilities.  
The printer gets jammed, paper runs out faster, machine modes get 
messed up, and complicated rules have to be set.  
 Why the complication? Why the waste? Why waste the paper, 
why waste the ink, why waste the electric energy,  and why waste the hu-
man energy? I don’t think it’s very difficult to keep copy machine usage 
levels down.
 Like with anything, it begins with a realization.   Teachers should 
realize that they are often making much more copies than they need.  I 
take another look into the recycling bin and see copied paper, unwritten, 
containing only four math problems. Four!  Even if a math teacher 
couldn’t estimate the number of copies needed (which shouldn’t be too 
hard for a math teacher), he or she could always write the problems down 
on the board, especially if it’s only a few problems. The students, too, 
could benefit from it.   Wasn’t it the teachers who make students copy 
down notes because they say that writing things down help the students 
learn the material?  Call me crazy, but perhaps writing a math problem 
down can help a student to re-process the problem and use logic better.   
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 Of course, math teachers aren’t the only culprits.   Science teach-
ers, history teachers, English teachers, and inevitably, students, also play 
a part in the copy machine-overuse system. The biggest thing to keep in 
mind is the advantages of reducing usage rather than the disadvantage of 
over-use. The copy machine is here for our convenience, not for laziness, 
and certainly not for any extra lessons. 

-Janet Yi; photo by Jiayi Ying and Edgar Pliaskis

Miniskirts in the Winter
 Occasionally I find myself in somewhat of a peculiar daze, 
though I am never in any form of intoxication. The reason is, I enter our 
beloved educational institution and am confused—as to the simplest mat-
ter. Allow me to explain. 
 If it’s not enough that the temperature in the building fluctuates 
(depending upon one’s location), one is driven to further mental chaos by 
the view offered in the hallways. Quite the view, I might emphasize.
 I believe the month is December; the season of fearful reverence 

for the elements as they 
become more and more 
brutal. However, entry 
into this micro commu-
nity causes one to be-
come dubious of the 
bitter cold, the corpo-
rately inflamed concepts 
of a jolly Christmas and 
other such wintertime 
amblings.
 I myself have no 
doubt as to the season’s 
existence outside the 
school. It reminds me of 
itself beautifully as I 
complete my morning 
multi-mile march to 
education. Upon enter-
ing, frost-bitten and 
numb; somewhat ener-
gized even, I begin my 
marvel.

 Passing through the metal-detector are young people, clad in: 
coats,  faux fur,  fuzzy, touching boots with functional pom-poms, gloves, 
hats, sweaters.  Suddenly, my gaze is bloodied by a clashing vision.  The 
daze sets in once I am done looking.
 Directly above the touching pom-poms are legs.  Shapely,  thin,  
chicken-like, white, black, brown, all very female.  The skin is tortured, 
livid shades of skin-tone with swollen goose-bumps fresh from waxing or 
shaving; hairless and cold, proudly swishing. The thighs look even more 
pitiable; hairless also and barer than permissible or seasonally logical.  A 
thin strip of cloth hangs around and swishes with the shapely or dispro-
portional motion, pitiful in its attempt to act as apparel. 
 Above, a thick winter coat. Sweaters. Mittens. Backpacks. 
 Mini-skirts in winter.
 My faith and common sense tell me that there is a certain sea-
sonal etiquette to be observed if one’s health is to be preserved. My hor-
mones, in normal function, drive me away; far, far away from the goose-
bumped, red bareness. Cold to the senses; cold to the bearers. A logic-
mocking,  desperate  plea  for  attention.                 

 Readers?

-A Nonny Mouse

Make the Mission Statement Real

 Our mission statement says that we are “a richly diverse com-
munity,” and that,  “we strive to provide a safe environment that fosters 
respect for self and others”–“we,” meaning the faculty and staff. How-
ever, I believe that bullying and name calling is common in the halls the 
halls. Students in the Gay-Straight Alliance hope to have a voice in the 
Wilbur Cross community through initiating what we call, “The Unity 
Team.”
 Wilbur Cross already has a Diversity Dream Team, but it got a 
late start this year and has been in decline.  Members of the Dream Team 
go to multiple conferences throughout the year at different high schools in 
south-central Connecticut. There, they discuss the subjects of race, gen-
der, religion, socioeconomic class, and sexual orientation. Wilbur Cross 
experiences problems regarding all of the issues discussed at the meet-
ings. We are hoping to be able to reach the masses of Cross and get as 
many people as possible aware and active in the “fostering of respect,” 
within the community.  
 One of the ways The Diversity Dream Team is going to be able 
to fulfill this goal is by teaming up with Wilbur Cross’ newly reformed 
Gay-Straight Alliance. Run by Ms. Sadick-Brown, the GSA hopes to 
eliminate discrimination in our school. How we are planning on doing so 
is still up in the air, so we need your help. 
 With a collaborative effort between Ms. Lathrop and Ms. 
Sadick-Brown, The Diversity Dream Team and the GSA, also known as 
the Unity Team, is setting out to make Wilbur Cross an environment that 
will forever foster respect for self and others and provide safety for all.  
Meetings are held weekly on Fridays, right after school at 2:05 PM in Ms. 
Sadick-Brown’s room.
 For any questions, please contact either Ms. Lathrop or Ms. 
Sadick-Brown.  

-Diego Barnes 

NEWS                                    
Presidential Exit Polls

 On November 4th, Wilbur Cross students visited 17 polling 
places in New Haven and interviewed over 1200 voters..  Here are the 
results, as well as some students’ reflections about the experience.

 Taking exit polls was fun. I got to see people’s different points of 
view. I had fun because it was the first time I’ve been involved in a Presi-
dential election.

-Angelica B. Martinez
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Wilbur Cross High School is a richly diverse community com-
mi!ed to the pursuit of academic excellence and social responsi-
bility. With the help of family and the community, we strive to 
provide a safe environment that fosters respect for self and oth-
ers. "rough rigorous instruction based upon high standards 
and accountability we challenge students to become life long 
learner and empowered citizens. 

Building a Community of Learners



I believe that the election was a good thing, not just because of 
the history shattering record of having a black president. But it was a 
great new record for the Hispanic community also. I believe that Obama 
was very inspirational; his speech was not focused on himself. McCain’s 
speech was also great. Taking exit polls was a very interesting thing to do. 
To see the way how people expressed their feelings about the election was 
an honor for me and my cousin from Carver, who helped me with the 
process. With change comes greatness for my sons and grandsons in the 
future.

-Javier Perez Jr.

             

Important Issues for Obama Voters

Important Issues for McCain Voters

Ta k-
ing exit polls 
w a s v e r y 
memorable. It 
was a shock 
to see so 
many voters. 
The line at the 
location I was 
at stretched 
all the way 
around the 
corner. Some 
answers to 
my questions 
were unedu-
cated. When asked why a person supported Obama, this individual re-
sponded with, “…I want Obama to win because he is black and I wasn’t 
going to vote for McCain because he’s white.” I was very grateful to be 
involved in the election through interviewing people. I received a lot of 
different opinions that encouraged many new thoughts other than my 
own. I now have hope. I will be able to do whatever I dream of accom-
plishing. Obama proved that we can do anything if we work hard, and 
that is what I’m inspired to do also.

-Twonisha Moore

THE PROCLAMATION                                                             7                                                                        DECEMBER 2008

Obama vs. McCain
McCain Voters by Gender

Obama Voters by Gender Obama Voters by Age

McCain Voters by Age



Yale Expands Online Open Courses

 In 2006, Yale announced its 
mission to expand their intellectual 
resources worldwide  through a 
project supported by a grant from 
the William and Flora Hewlett 
Foundation.  On December 11, 
2007, seven of Yale's most popular 
course  lectures, including the syl-
labi, assignments, and other as-
signed materials, were made read-
ily available online free of cost. 
The courses were of the following 
departments: Astronomy, English, 

Philosophy, Physics, Political Science, Psychology, and Religious Stud-
ies.
 This fall,  Yale doubled the amount of courses available, adding 
courses in Biomedical Engineering, Classics, Economics, History, and 
English.  The course titles include Frontiers of Biomedical Engineering, 
Game Theory, Financial Markets,  Milton, The American Novel Since 
1945,  The Civil War and Reconstruction Era,  Introduction to Ancient 
Greek History, and France Since 1871, with professors W. Mark Saltzman 
Benjamin Polak, Robert Shiller, John Rogers, Amy Hungerford, David 
Blight, Donald Kagan, and John Merriman, respectively. 
 The philosophy of the Open Yale Courses supports the sharing of 
educational resources to anyone who could not attain it previously.  Yale 
believes that as a leading university,  their contribution could have an im-
mense impact on education worldwide, as well as strengthen international 
relationships with their university. The project was staged to allow the 
viewer to feel as if he/she was in the presence of the professor in the 
classroom—an opportunity once only offered to the few applicants admit-
ted. Open Yale Courses currently fortifies thousands of high school cur-
riculums, gives students that are considering Yale from all countries a 
sense of the course dynamics before applying, and deepens the knowl-
edge of students as well as lifetime learners. 
 The goal of Open Yale Courses is to provide approximately 30 
online introductory courses in the next three years within consistent inter-
vals. Yale hopes to soon add courses of the art departments within the 
next few years.  
 Yale Open Lectures can be found on http://oyc.yale.edu/

-Christine Randall 

Super (Almost) Secret Car Stuff

 Each year Specialty Equipment Market Association, also known 
as SEMA, presents their newest technology products to the customers 
across the entire globe. Practically every automotive aftermarket part 
manufacturer participates in this unique-industry show, displaying con-
ceptual models of trucks,  passenger cars, and exotics. Each one of those 
models is filled 
with superior per-
formance, as well 
as handling, and 
exterior parts. 
 This year 
SEMA featured 
more than 7000 
different brands, 
spanning over 2 
million square 
feet. Indoors and 
outdoors was 

packet to a point where taking pictures is nearly impossible without 
someone getting in. Considerable amount of people were impressed with 
the new Camaro concept, as well as the updated version of Toyota Ta-
coma, and Lamborghini Reventon.
 General Motors certainly didn’t waste their time. The Camaro 
concept stunned many. A very mysterious face, with red eyes, and distinc-
tive character that stands strong on 21 inch wheels simply hypnotizes. 
Most importantly, GM kept Camaro’s racing heritage, adding a symphony 
of 300 horse power V6 under the hood. Keep in mind that the car is able 
to go as far as 27 miles to the gallon.  If we were to combine those factors, 
we would have the meanest muscle car in recent automotive history.
 Toyota Tacoma certainly did not fall behind, and in general Toy-
ota never seems to run out of ideas for SEMA. This year, the 1980’s 
pickup was resurrected reminding everyone of the efficiency, and reliabil-
ity. Nothing fancy here—a simple body, strong steel wheels, and couple 
of lights. Tacoma, however, does not need anything else.
 A recent Lamborghini Reventon received attention as well. A 
beautiful futuristic body and an impressive interior remind about comfort, 
luxury, and style.  
The mid-engined 
car is the most 
expensive and the 
most powerful 
Lamborghini as of 
2008. To acquire 
such beauty on 
wheels, you need 
a grand total of 
one million Euros. 
The car is expen-
sive, but you have 
to agree—it is 
totally worth it.
 M a n y 
consider SEMA as the best car show on earth, which is constantly im-
proving. However, there is only one drawback—the show is not open to 
public. To get in, you have to be registered as a manufacturer, buyer, or 
exhibitor.  If you do have the chance to show up at next year’s show, keep 
in mind that it will take place in Las Vegas, Nevada.

-Edgar Pliaskis

Windows 7

 Not even a year ago, Microsoft released their latest OS (operat-
ing system) called Vista.  In many perspectives, Vista was clearly better 
than the previous XP. Vista had many new features which made the user’s 
life easier. Multiple UI (user interface) changes, such as the sidebar, made 
the system look friendlier, and far more engaging. However, not every-
thing was good. With all the upgrades, Vista asked for high hardware re-
quirements. Licensing,  hardware upgrades, and too many prompts some-
times made Vista unbearable.
 Recently, Microsoft revealed their new OS called Windows 7.  
Why 7? The confusing name certainly needed explanation. Microsoft 
explained that the 7 stands for the 7th generation of Windows, since Vista 
was 6.0 and XP was 5.0. 
 Windows 7 seems to be very flexible. It now features a com-
pletely renovated task bar, where everything can be switched around, 
added, or removed. Task bar now features “Jump lists.” These lists,  pro-
vide a fast access to the application features. For instance, the Media 
Player, includes every option to control the playback.
 Window management also became much easier. Windows 7 
helps you, in a sense, that if you were to drag the window to the top of the 
screen,  7 automatically maximizes it. Dragging the screen to the side, 
would decrease the window to 50% so that interaction with other win-
dows would be easier.
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 Remember that annoying side bar in Vista that took much of 
your RAM away? Windows 7 desktop now allows stand alone gadgets 
that are no longer integrated into the sidebar!
 Windows 7, also introduces a new concept of libraries. Connect-
ing computers in the home or office network has never been so easy. Your 
computers can automati-
cally find each other on the 
network. 
 There are way too 
many additions and im-
provements in Windows 7. 
The concept that Windows 
was using for about 13 
years, certainly became 
more exciting, and user 
friendly.
 You need to watch 
Microsoft’s presentation to 
get the ultimate feel of 7. 

-Edgar Pliaskis

Tech News

• Koobface: a new Facebook virus.
• Google Street view expands.

• YouTube goes widescreen. 
• The world’s fastest computers run on Linux

• BlackBerry releases their first touch screen phone: BlackBerry Storm.
• Japanese scientist discovers water powered engine.
• German traffic lights are powered by Linux.
• Only two more years left of satellite radio?

• Facebook awarded $873 million dollar in a lawsuit against a spammer.
• Apple sued over iPhone browser with the claim that it is “mostly not           3G.” 
• Microsoft plans Zune-based phone.

• Motorola RAZR stops a bullet, saves a man’s life.
• Google releases new internet browser: Google Chrome.

• GMail now has themes.
• Windows 7 is official.
• PC Magazine decides to shut down printed editions.

• Intel launches Core i7. 
• Oregon woman loses $400,000 in Nigerian email scam.

• USB 3 is ready for production.
• $100 laptop to be sold in Europe. 

• World’s most expensive headphones cost $5,200.

FEATURES                          
Mystery Tutor: The Best Advice You’ll 
Ever Receive from a Man in Bunny Ears
 
 There are millions of ways to prepare for the SAT. Most of them 
are bad. If you believe you need to memorize one thousand words to do 
well on the Critical Reading section, read classic novels to prepare for 
your essay, or purchase a TI-92 to beat the Math section, reconsider that 
idea.

 Mr. E-Tutor is an online persona that abolishes the common per-
ceptions of the SAT. The preparation is surfaced with over seventy free, 
small video modules on the website www.mysterytutor.com, launched in 
August. The website is organized in ten sections of what you need in or-
der to  perform well on the SAT, including its background, how it is 
scored, and strategies for all of the sections found on the test. The advice 
goes against most techniques commonly expressed as effective ways to 
prepare for the SAT; the modules focus nearly completely on how the 
SAT is standardized, revealing useful tactics to exploit the standardization 
of each section. Instead of giving a daunting list of vocabulary words and 
unnecessary formulas,  the website provides concepts, and innova-
tive methods of dissecting a question particular to this source.
 The Mystery Tutor website also provides comprehensive expla-
nations to each problem found in the Official SAT Study Guide practice 
exams on the supplementary website www.mysterytutorvault.com and 
extensive solutions to the SAT Question of the Day on 
www.mysterytutorblog.com. 
 For unconventional SAT  advice, www.mysterytutor.com is a 
rapidly growing preparation site for students worldwide looking for an 
original approach to the SAT. 

-Christine Randall

SCSU Journalism Conference

 Hundreds of students filled an auditorium on Friday, October 
24th to listen to Rob Parker tell his story and give tips to aspiring journal-

ists. The event was Southern 
Connecticut State University’s 
26th Annual High School Jour-
nalism Day. Parker, a sports-
writer who also appears on 
ESPN and hosts a talk show, 
discussed how he went from a 
journalism major at SCSU to a 
known sportswriter. “You can-
not be afraid to fail,” he said. 
Parker was the keynote speaker, 

but the workshop was full of 
interesting seminars.         
“How to Avoid Plagiarism through Proper Attribution of Sources,” was 
taught by Prof. Frank Harris III who is a journalism professor at SCSU as 
well as a columnist for the Hartford Courant. “If society cannot trust the 
news media, it leads to a breakdown of everything else,” warned Harris. 
He stressed the importance of attribution of sources and also of making 
sure that people interview all their human sources. “The class was straight 
– really easy, not too complicated,” says Shel Mizrahi.
 “The World of Sports,” taught by Dominic Amare, a sports re-
porter for the Hartford Courant. Amare was about how sports journalism 
is unique. “Sports information is something you want,” he says, and it’s 
about “informing and entertaining.” He also talked about how a sports 
journalist has 
“more freedom to 
analyze and opin-
ionate… the most 
important thing is 
to be fair.” How-
ever, he warned 
that an opinion 
must be backed up 
by facts. 

-John Branch; 
photo by Aaron 
Gass
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Coronation Ball

 No body surfing,  no sandwiching,  no show-
ing of midriffs, no maximum cleavage…the list goes 
on. That didn’t stop students from partying until the 
music dropped. With DJ Bigman playing the best 
dance hits around,  it was no surprise that everyone 
was having a great time on the night of November 
22nd, 2008. Some people went all out for this year’s 
Oriental theme. “When it’s a night like this, of course 
you want to go all out!” 
yells Karissa Gattison 
over the crowd,  clad in 
a Chinese kimono 
dress.  Wilbur Cross 
also saw some unfa-
miliar faces. Students 
from Hillhouse, Ca-
reer, Riverside and 
anywhere else you can 
think of attended the 
Coronation Ball as 
well. The decorations 
were done to perfec-
tion.  Vibrant colors 
filled up the boards and the oriental umbrellas 
added a nice touch.  “Coronation Ball is like work-
ing on a masterpiece,” says Ms. Cofransesco, who 
was in charge of creating most of the decorations. 
The staff and students who came to Coronation Ball 
think it was a masterpiece as well.

-Ronazia Hunter; photos by  John Henderson, 
Ronezi Hunter, Eugena Little, Twonesha Moore, 
Akika Potts, and Shawnese Turner
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A Day in a Life of 
Wilbur Cross

Library Media Center:

 Many students enjoy using 
the Wilbur Cross Library. It’s a 
quiet and orderly place to study. 
However, some students say there 
are some drawbacks. “It’s a shame 

it has to be so tightly regulated,” 
says one student. “It was hard to get in to the library, even with a pass,” 
says another. Still, if anyone can just walk in, people will take advantage. 
The library is a valuable resource, but it’s not without its flaws.

-John Branch

Culinary Arts:

 Cooking can be a deli-
cate and difficult process, espe-
cially if you are like me and 
have no clue as to what you are 
doing. But all of that can change 
with the help of our very 
own Mrs. Bernadette Hor-
owitz, the Culinary Arts 
teacher. “I used to love to 
cook with my grandmother 
when I was growing up,” 
she says.  Since then, cook-
ing became something that 
she wanted to pursue. 

Print Shop:

 Not many people 
know about the print shop. It is a fairly large,  hidden area behind the culi-

nary class.  Mr. Anthony Sansore 
works there. He has been a 
teacher for 22 years, but he is 
also skilled in printing.  What 
most people do not know is that 
90% of the printing for the 
Board of Education, and some 
for the city of New Haven, is 
done here.

-Shawnese Turner

 Ms. Sexton:

 Ms. Sexton’s class was full 
of amusement as we sat and 
watched her Shakespeare course 
show us their interpretation of the 
play The Taming of the Shrew. As 
soon as you walk into the class, 
you see walls filled with quotes 
from Shakespeare and lines from 

his most celebrated plays. No 
one was shy to get up and par-
ticipate—we even saw boys 
acting as girls and girls acting 
as boys, without a chuckle be-
ing made. It was a costume 
bazaar as the class changed into 
different outfits for their char-
acter changes. Ms. Sexton’s 
class shows us that we can 
learn and still have fun in our 
classes.

Mr. Meadows:

 Walking into Mr. 
Meadows’ class, you can 
see the most significant 
U.S. history pictures all 
over the walls. Before he 
began his class,  Mr. 
Meadows made sure to 
inform us that we were 
all in Meadowsville now. 
In Meadowsville, every-
one is to either follow his 
rules or prepare to be the 
butt of all of his jokes. 
Although he is known for 

his tough method of 
teaching, Mr.  Meadows knows how to get his students focused and pre-
pared for life after the “cradle” we call Wilbur Cross. His way of teaching 
is one of the most unique ways in the school. 

-Shay Taylor

Ms. Sadick Brown:

 According to students,  
Ms. Sadick-Brown is the most 
demanding teacher around. Ms. 
Sadick-Brown is an English 
teacher, and the director of the 
school play. She has a high regard 
for education and expects her stu-
dents to take advantage of every 
opportunity they get. “I respect the 
fact that all students are capable of 
learning. They deserve to be intel-
lectually challenged.”  

-Shel Mizrahi

Ms. Williams:

 “I check my email, unlock doors, check for absent teachers 
and prepare sub folders. I sit with the teachers and students who 

have requested meetings, and then I 
start my rounds of teacher observa-
tions. I then have to write the obser-
vations I did for the day and…I 
think that’s about it, but then again 
it is only noon.”
 While the students at Wil-
bur Cross may spend their mornings 
watching the clock until lunch time, 
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assistant principal Ms. Williams has completed more than some 
will do in their entire day. As the head of both the History and 
English departments, 
Ms. Williams has 
many responsibili-
ties, including con-
ducting professional 
development meet-
ings. 
 Before be-
coming an assistant 
principal at Wilbur 
Cross, Ms. Williams 
majored in Educa-
tion and English 
and received her 
masters in Humani-
ties, with a sixth year in Leadership. She worked as an English 
teacher for fifteen years and even received a “Teacher of the 
Year” award at her previous school. She has been working at 
Cross for five years and loves every minute of it.

-Mariah Ortiz

Mr. Brooks:

 "My favorite thing about biology is be-
ing able to understand how life works…how we 
work," says Mr. Brooks, a new biology 
teacher.  But Mr.  Brooks is not only new to the 
Wilbur Cross community, he is also new to the 
world of teaching.  This is his first year and he 
says he is really enjoying it. Although he is still 
settling in and laying down his law, his students 
already seem to love him. 
 Ashtonette Williams, a student in his 
second period class, said that even though she 
doesn't particularly like the subject, she enjoys 
Mr. Brooks’ class. I think this is truly the craft of a good teacher. If you 
are capable of making the least interesting subject appealing, you are do-
ing a pretty great job in my book. "I wish we could dissect more stuff 
though,” Ashtonette continued in response to the assigned writing. 
 But Mr. Brooks does not only do writing assignments. For visual 
activities, which students always love, Mr. Brooks brings in movies that 
correspond with the matter at hand. Students who have Mr. Brooks are 

lucky to have such a great 
teacher.
-Alika Potts

 photos by Joel Fle-
cha,Solomon Botwick- 
Reis, Aaron Gass, John 
Henderson, Eugenia Lit-
tle, Twonesha Moore
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ARTS                                      

Coronation Arts

 Every year the Wilbur Cross 
foyer undergoes a dramatic 
transformation, signaling 
the arrival of Coronation 
Ball. Though students 
spend most of the night in 
the gym, without the deco-
rations, the event would not 
be the same. From last 
year’s Nutcracker to this 
year’s Oriental theme, a 
tremendous amount of time 
and effort goes into making 

these pieces of artwork. In 
March, Ms. Cofrancesco and a number of her students started the process 
of creating the panels that masked the foyer. The most eye-catching piece 
is unquestionably the gazebo. People have admired its beauty, but not 
many students know 
that the gazebo was 
put together, piece 
by piece, by Mr. 
DeMaio and his stu-
dents. The entire 
process took over 
weeks. 
 Thanks to  
the efforts of Ms. 
Cofrancesco, Mr. 
DeMaio, and  many 
others,  Coronation 
Ball is far more than 
just a school dance.

-Jiayi Ying

Lil Wayne: The Best Rapper Alive?

 Wilbur Cross, let me start off by making my point. I’m not trying 
to say that Lil Wayne is not the best rapper alive; I’m just saying “What 
about others?” For the last couple of years, Lil Wayne has put out some of 
everybody’s favorite songs like “Mr. Carter,” “Lollipop,” and  every hot 
remix you can think of. 
 The work he put into his songs hasn't gone unnoticed. He got 
some awards for “Lollipop,” and another one for  “Best Rap Duo” for 
“Make It Rain,” featuring Fat Joe. And let’s not forget the fact that the 
man  put out over 70 
songs in the summer of 
2007. But does that 
give Lil Wayne the 
right to be called the 
best rapper alive??? 
Jay-Z, who has been 
rapping alongside the 
l e g e n d a r y B i g g i e 
Smalls is said to have 
replaced Biggie and I 
think he is the best rap-
per alive. 
 Then there’s 
Mr. West. Kanye West 
has put out a number of 
classics like “Jesus 
Walks,” “Gold Digger,” 
and “Diamonds Are 
Forever.” He won three 
Grammies, and also 
won awards like “Best 
Song” for “Jesus 
Walks,” and “Album of 
the Year,” for his first album. Mr. West also won awards for writing and 
producing a number of songs. In 2006, West also beat some hip hop 
heavy weights such as The Game, Jay-Z, and 50 Cent, taking home the 
title of “Best Hip Hop Artist.” 
 With an artist taking Biggie’s place and another winning awards 

in more than 
one category, 
is Lil Wayne 
r ea l l y t he 
best?

- J e r o m e 
Richardson
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You Talking to Me?

 Filth. Just the sound of the word is disgusting. And you’d be 
pressed to find a filthier town than New York City in the 70’s. There was 
one taxi driver who just couldn’t take it anymore.
 T h i s i s 
what the film Taxi 
Driver by Martin 
Scorsese is about—
a taxi driver in 
NYC, played by 
Robert De Niro. De 
Niro’s character, 
Travis Bickle, is a 
peculiar one, but 
seemingly decent 
overall. He suffers 
from insomnia,  and 
thus decides to get 
a job as a taxi 
driver so he could 
have something to 
do at night. 
 That’s the 
thing. He can’t 
sleep. No matter how tired he is. And he hates the dirt of New York.
 For the majority of the film, De Niro does what any other taxi 
driver would do: collect fairs and drive people around. But in all the filth, 
he finds one bright spot,  a young girl played by a young Jodie Foster. 
Jodie Foster’s character ran away from home and works as a prostitute. 
De Niro isn’t in love with this girl by any stretch of the imagination, but 
he sees this girl in all the filth and cannot accept the fact that she is part of 
it; she is too young and too innocent. There is one scene in particular, 
where De Niro follows Jodie Foster around in his cab aimlessly, without 
her knowledge, in the cold New York City night. 
 Bickle is crazy. But despite his obvious insanity, he still has vir-
tues. As twisted as they may seem, he knows that it is wrong for Jodie 
Foster’s character to be a prostitute, and he makes multiple attempts in 
trying to free her from a life of prostitution. He knows that all of the pros-
titution, all of the drug dealing, all of the murder is wrong. Yes, he may 
witness it and do nothing about it, but it eats him up inside.   
 De Niro’s character presents a dilemma: on one hand he knows 
what is right and what is wrong, but on the other hand he is nothing more 
than a taxi driver,  so what can he do?  You cannot help but 
feel sympathetic for De Niro. You want him to succeed, and you want 
him to do something about the injustices that he encounters on a daily 
basis. The sad thing is that while he is seemingly a virtuous man, he is 
also a maniac. If you watch the movie, you would know exactly what I 
mean. 
  But what is the point of making the one “good” guy in the movie 
the one who is losing touch with reality?     
 Well,  what is reality? Is reality all the drugs, all of the prostitu-
tion,  violence,  and filth? Why would you want to be in touch with that? Is 
it right for us as the audience to automatically denounce this man as in-
sane while he is apparently the only man in the entire film to have a 
heart? He is the only one we can actually connect to, at least on a philo-
sophical level.  No one else in the film comes close to actually wanting to 
stop all the nonsense and misery going on in the world. 
 In one of the scenes in the middle of the film, one of De Niro’s 
fairs happens to be one of the presidential candidates for the upcoming 
election. De Niro at first is truly humbled, and talks on and on about how 
he is such a great man and tells everyone who gets in his cab to cast their 
vote for him if they want to get a ride. But then the presidential candidate 
asks De Niro what he wants him to do if elected president. De Niro goes 
on an incredibly long rant about how the “smell” of the city is simply 

killing him, and if there is one thing that he honestly wants, it is to have 
that smell to be washed away. 
 That scene was one of the few scenes in the entire film where 
someone else asks De Niro’s character what is right and what is wrong. 
De Niro’s character is so unfamiliar with interacting with other people, 

that if someone were to ask for his opinion on some-
thing he might as well just answer “Are you talking 
to me?” 

-Jon Rosofsky

Ultra-violence: Fiction or 
Fact?

 Violence is the norm of Stanley Kubrick’s A 
Clockwork Orange. Set in a post-modern society, 
there are people being beaten, killed, and women 
being raped. Malcolm Macdowell’s character, Alex, 
loves every second of it. 
 Alex is not insane; he realizes the difference 
between what is right and what is wrong; he just 
doesn’t care. He realizes that beating the homeless, 
raping women, and murdering people are all im-
moral, but he has an incredible perversion for vio-

lence, thus he cannot get enough of it.  The most 
prevalent question asked throughout the entire film is not what it means 
to be “bad,” but what it means for one to act well. Does the only require-
ment for being “good” consist of the lack of committing “bad” deeds? Is 
it alright to compromise someone’s free will for the sake of turning them 
“good”? Is it fair to the rest of society to let these doer’s of “bad” express 
their will to commit violent acts?
 The society 
that Alex lives in is by 
no means “good.” The 
rest of society has 
committed acts that 
were incredibly un-
just, as well.  The gov-
ernment hires brutish 
thugs to serve in their 
police force. Politi-
cians take advantage 
of others for their own 
personal gain. In A 
Clockwork Orange, 
all of society is cyni-
cal,  and all of society 
is opportunistic.
 There is a 
very strong sense of 
irony when society 
tries to “fix” Alex. 
They perform the Lu-
dovico Technique on 
him, a very bizarre 
procedure that makes 
Alex sick to his stom-
ach when a “bad” 
thought crosses his 
mind,  making it im-
possible for him to 
commit “bad” acts.
 This makes it incredibly difficult for Alex to return to society as 
a doer of “good.” Difficult, because society has not changed one bit—it is 
still as rotten and violent as it was before, only Alex is different. Because 
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of all of the despicable acts that Alex had committed in his past, you 
could imagine that he is not the most popular of individuals. A person 
who has raped,  beaten, and murdered people is bound to have enemies 
somewhere. 
 Alex is unable to defend himself from society because society 
has made him “good.” If he gets punched, he cannot punch back because 
that would be violent, and violence makes Alex dreadfully sick. 
 There is a scene where there is a group of doctors demonstrating 
how successful the procedure was in making Alex “good.” An audience 
of maybe twenty-five to thirty people is present. One of the doctors brings 
in a fairly large man, who begins to beat up Alex. As he is beating him up, 
the audience just sits back, relaxes, and enjoys the show.    
 At its heart, A Clockwork Orange is merely a commentary on our 
own society. We are all guilty of sitting back and relaxing while watching 
someone get taken advantage of. Most of the time we do nothing about it. 
We as a society are simply fascinated by chaos and violence. We as a so-
ciety know the names of the O.J. Simpson’s and the Charles Manson’s of 
the world. But chances are you don’t have a clue of your local police offi-
cers’ or firefighters’ names. That is…odd, to say the least.

-Jon Rosofsky

ADVICE, ETC.                    
Common Sense

 The gas prices are finally diminishing. Just recently,  as I ap-
proached a local gas station,  I noted an astonishing gas price of only 
$1.89 per gallon. I know, the food prices are not going down, and nor are 
the prices of anything else you can think of.  But hey, at least the oil issue 
is lightening a little! Just a couple of months ago, to fill up a Nissan, I 
would need at least $40. But today, my total barely reached $20. What a 
joy!
 Historically speaking, the recent price drop is record setting. The 
gas prices dropped so low in such a short period of time like never before. 
As we speak, many Americans are finally turning their heat on not only in 
vehicles, but also in their homes. People living in comfort are generally 

happier; I have met a 
countless number of 
people who have 
said that they are 
happier than last 
month, and so am I.
 P r e d i c t a-
bly, as the gas prices 
went down, the 
sales of SUVs in-
creased. Cadillac’s 
Escalade,  probably 
one of the largest 
and most luxurious 
SUVs that the mar-
ket has to offer,  had 
a grand total of a 
136 percent sale 
increase. Using ba-
sic logic, I would 
buy an economical 

car.  However, the job of basic logic failed here. Honda Civic sales fell as 
much as 10 percent,  Mazda3 lost 27 percent, and in general, the sales of 
economical cars have declined. Do you see where I am going with this?
 If not, this is the question at hand: what are we thinking about?  
Did we suddenly forget about the high gas prices that were part of our 
daily lives just a couple of months ago? Do we really need a receipt of 

$80 or more to get back on track?
 Regardless of the need, Americans buy SUVs—they buy things 
they like. I decided to do simple research. When asked, many Americans 
claimed that bigger cars are safer. That is not true folks! As of this year, 
BMW is the safest and the most reliable car in London. But the funny 
thing is that the BMW is certainly not an SUV. 
 Consider the scenario where the oil prices will suddenly rocket 
back up. What is going to happen then? Are we going to sit tightly and 
complain? What joy will those SUVs bring then?  The use of common 
sense always pays off! Do not get fooled by ridiculously low gas prices 
and in turn, buy the biggest car you can find. That would be a terrible 
mistake. 
 Do not get me wrong, but do Americans have a short memory 
for things that were haunting them just a blink ago? 

-Edgar Pliaskis

Ms. Insight

Dear Ms. Insight, 
 Every time I think I have found a boy that is right for me, I end 
up getting hurt.  I'm so tired of feeling used and alone. What should I do?
 Sincerely,
 Lonely Loner

Dear Lonely Loner,
 You may believe that you will never find a boy that meets your 
needs. These feelings are natural, but the best thing you can do is to keep 
your head up. Eventually you find someone that will exceed your 
expectations. Until then, just be patient. Give boys a chance to come to 
you instead of chasing them.
 Remember that you don’t need a boyfriend to survive. Try to 
focus on other things such as school, hobbies,  and friends. A boyfriend 
will just cause more stress in your life. You don’t want to have to worry 
about them flirting with other girls or not having enough time for 
you. Another problem you don't have to worry about by staying single is 
having people constantly speculating about your romantic life.
 If you don’t commit yourself to a boy, you will have much more 
freedom. You can flirt with whoever you want without the fear of being 
unfaithful. Realize that it is okay to be friends with attractive boys with-
out it leading to something else. I know from experience that pursing a 
relationship with a close friend can cause you to lose someone you care 
about.
 Find the strength to keep your mind off boys for a while. You 
will become much more concentrated,  and will succeed in more important 
endeavors.  When boys see that you are not interested in them, they will 
start lining up.
 If you have any questions for Ms. Insight, you can email her at 
msinsight@yahoo.com.
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Fashion Alerts 
 The tailored look has been worn by everyone from the celebri-
ties to the people in our school. It’s a way to take an ordinary outfit and 
making it classier or punk rock. For a classier or professional look, I 
would suggest a tailored 
blazer or cardigan. If rock 
‘n’ roll is your style,  throw 
on a tailored vest or an 
oversized blazer. You can 
never go wrong with the 
tailored look, but avoid 
over-accessorizing! It may 
take the attention off the 
original outfit!
 You can find this 
look at stores like H&M 
and Forever 21. For those 
dedicated fashion lovers, 
Giorgio Armani and Ralph 
Lauren are the designers 
for you!
 Remember, fash-
ion is what you make it. 
Have fun and express 
yourself! 

-Shay Taylor

SPORTS                                
Annual Cross vs. New Haven Police Bas-
ketball Game

 Everyone is aware of the New Haven Police vs. Wilbur Cross 
Faculty annual basketball game, but only a few people know the story 
behind Police Officer Daniel P. Picagli, whom the game is played in 
honor of.         
 Officer Picagli used to work at Cross and was very involved 
with the community. He coached Little League and oversaw the Police 
Athletic League, which runs sports camps for kids. A tragic accident took 
Officer Dan’s life. On October 17, 2006, he was directing traffic on 
Chapel Street when an SUV struck him. After spending four days in the 
hospital for severe head injuries, the 38 year-old father of four passed 
away. So revered was this man that 1,000 officers from 3 states came to 
commemorate him at his funeral. Ever since then, Wilbur Cross has held 
the annual police vs. faculty game in honor of Officer Picagli, who con-
tributed so much to his community.      
 This year, Officer Picagli would have been proud of his fellow 
officers who showed no mercy to the Wilbur Cross faculty. Unfortunately, 
Cross was just getting one look at the basket and rarely grabbed rebounds 
in the second half. While the Police Department started off slow, the 
Cross faulty never took advantage of the situation and it was not long 
before the New Haven Police were back on their feet, running away with 
a win. Better luck next year, Wilbur Cross!

-Catalina Brennan

Elm City Bowl XXIV

 Few things at Cross bring out more excitement than the Wilbur 
L. Cross and James Hillhouse rivalry. This was particularly obvious at the 
Elm City Bowl Game between the 
Governors and the Academics this past 
Thanksgiving. You may be wondering 
why this game was so largely 
advertised when Cross had seemingly 
little to gain. Cross had a 6-4 season 
and even if the team won the game it 
would not have been enough to qualify 
the Governors for the State 
Championship. On the other hand, 
Hillhouse needed a win against Cross to 
enter the States with a prestigious 
undefeated record. So the truth is that 
the Cross football team had everything 
to gain. The team could end its season 
with a win over the number two team in 
the state and our rival. Best of all, it 
could all happen at our field. Thanks to 
the Board of Education, Cross was allowed to host the Elm City Bowl 
Game at our field for the first time in the history of the school. The game 
was usually played at Bowen Field but this year the Board gave Cross the 

okay. New turf was laid, 
the field repainted and 
extra stands brought 
in. Everything was set 
so that Cross could, 
“Put a blemish on 
[Hillhouse’s] record,” 
as Mr.  Babbs,  Principal 
on Special Assignment 
at Cross said.
 When the 
game began, the chilly 
temperature kept fans 
on their feet as number 
11, Bernard Risco, 
c a p t a i n o f t h e 

Hillhouse team, scored the first touchdown. Brandyn Wright followed 
with a second touchdown for Hillhouse. The first quarter seemed to be 
ending with Hillhouse in the lead yet at 39 seconds, Maurice Morison 
made a touchdown after catching an excellent pass from quarterback 
Dontay Long. Hillhouse ended the quarter with a 12-6 lead. In the second 
quarter, Omar Whittington’s touchdown and Travis More’s kick gave 
Cross a 13-12 lead. Then came perhaps the most exciting part of the 
entire game. At about three minutes left in the second quarter, Jeremy 
Moore of Hillhouse intercepted a pass and headed up the field. Yet he 
f u m b l e d a n d 
Morrison, of Cross, 
picked it up for a 
spectacular 45 yard 
touchdown. The 
g a m e r e a c h e d 
halftime and the 
Governors were in 
the lead, 20-12. 
Hillhouse fans were 
in shock. It was the 
first time their team 
was losing at the 
half since, well, 
never.
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 One of Cross' assistant coaches, Mike Neal,  said this at the half, 
“We’ve been preparing for Hillhouse for a long time, we are gonna keep 
doing what we’ve been doing to win.” That was definitely the plan. The 

Governors returned to 
the field hyped and 
excited, yet they 
understood that only 
half the battle was 
won. The third 
quarter was pretty 
uneventful for both 
teams’ defenses did 
not allow the other 
team to move an 
i nch . Howeve r, 
Hillhouse was not 
about to give up its 
undefeated season in 
the fourth quarter. 

With Hillhouse having the field advantage in the fourth quarter, it did not 
take long before Bernard Risco scored a touchdown and Jeremy Moore 
completed the two point conversion to tie the game. As the clock ticked 
down, it became obvious 
that neither team was 
going anywhere and that 
overtime was a definite 
possibility. 
 When the final 
buzzer sounded, both 
teams got ready for their 
chance to win the game. 
Cross failed at both 
making a touchdown and 
scoring a field goal. This 
is in part due to 
Hillhouse’s tough defense 
and the fact that our kicker 
was injured. Hillhouse 
sealed its victory when 
Brandyn Wright made the 
final touchdown of the 
game, making the final 
score 26-20, Academics 
with the win. Yet all was 
not lost according to head 

Coach John Acquavita,  “The kids played very well…the best part was it 
was good for New Haven...having it go nicely means it was good for the 
school.” Of course, like any coach, Aquavita would have liked a victory 
but the Governors, “…never took advantage of Hillhouse’s turnover, we 
didn’t capitalize.” When asked how he planned to bring the Governors 
back to its formal glory, he simply said, “The whole cultural piece has to 
change, we 
need to create 
a positive vibe 
everywhere. It 
that starts, 
e v e r y t h i n g 
will be fine. ”

-Photos and 
story by Cata-
lina Brennan
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